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Hands on Stamps: Amnesty International

on Stamps
Ahmadreza Afshar, MD
FIGURE 2: Amnesty International logo and a hand depicted like
a bird. The background has an attention grabbing yellow color.
The bird sketch and burning flame evoke hope. Country:
Australia. Occasion: 50th anniversary of Amnesty International.
Day of issue: July 7, 2011. Value: 60 cents.

E 1: Amnesty International logo and torn hand cuffs.
ry: Sweden. Occasion: 25th anniversary of Amnesty
tional. Day of issue: October 18, 1986. Value: 3.40 kron.
Amnesty International, founded in London in 1961, is
a non-governmental organization focused on human
rights around the world. The aim of the organization
is “to conduct research and generate action to pre-
vent and end grave abuses of human rights and to
demand justice for those whose rights have been
violated.” Its motto, inspired by a Chinese proverb,
reads: “It is better to light a candle than to curse the
darkness.”1

Amnesty International’s logo is a burning candle
entwined by barbed wire. Barbed wire denotes
oppression, while a burning candle evokes hope.2
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The 25th and 50th anniversaries of Amnesty Inter-
national were commemorated on stamps by Sweden
(Fig. 1) andAustralia (Fig. 2), respectively. The hand is
featured prominently on both stamps.
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