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1596 A TOUCH OF HUMANITY
Hands on Stamps: Germany, 1995—Discovery of

X-Ray Beams
Ahmadreza Afshar, MD
FIGURE 1: A hand x-ray picture, Germany. A century of x-
ray beams discovery. Scott Catalog # 1885. Day of Issue:
March 9, 1995. Value: 100 pfennig.
On November 8, 1895, Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen
(1845e1923), a German physicist, discovered a new
kind of ray. The rays were termed x-rays because
their nature was unknown to him. However; the
unknown rays later carried his name as “Röntgen
rays.” In about 2 weeks after his discovery, Röntgen
took the first x-ray picture of the human body, using
his wife Anna Bertha Ludwig’s left hand. He recog-
nized the different transparencies of the bones, flesh,
and wedding ring in the image.1,2 Röntgen is credited
as being the father of diagnostic radiology. He was
awarded an honorary Doctor of Medicine degree
from the University of Würzburg and won the first
Nobel Prize in Physics in 1901 for his remarkable
achievement.1,2
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In 1995, Germany issued a stamp to honor Rönt-
gen and to commemorate the centennial of the dis-
covery of x-rays (Fig. 1).
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